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Money & Contracts

Where to Spend and Where to Save

Not every part of a house deserves the same budget. Spending on what is hard to
change later and saving on what is easy to upgrade is a sound way to decide.

This is a way of thinking, not a rule. Your family, site and goals change the right answer, and your
architect can help you apply it.

01 Spend where it is hard to change

Rule of thumb: Spend on what is hard to change, and save on what is easy to upgrade.

The structure, the foundation, the roof, waterproofing and the main pipes and wiring are expensive
to redo once the house is finished. Quality and good detailing here protect everything else.

Ask your architect which items fall in this group for your project. The things you cannot easily reach
later deserve the best quality now. Example: a leaking roof joint behind a finished ceiling means
opening the ceiling to fix it. Why this works: paying properly once avoids paying twice for the same
work.

02 Save where you can upgrade later

Finishes like paint, light fixtures, cabinets and some furniture can be improved later without breaking
walls. Starting with simpler versions can free money for the core.

Leave room, such as wiring and blocking, so upgrades are easy. Finishes are easy to replace, but
the wall behind them is not. Example: install basic light fixtures now, with wiring already in place for
better ones later. Why this works: you keep the budget for the core and upgrade when it is
comfortable.

03 Spend where you use it daily

The kitchen, the bathroom, the bed and the place where you work are used every day. Money here
tends to be felt every day.

Decide which rooms matter most to your family and rank them. Daily use turns a small improvement
into a large benefit. Example: a good mattress and a comfortable kitchen counter pay back every
single day. Why this works: spending where you feel it gives the most value per peso.

04 Keep alist and review it

Write a list with three columns: must have, nice to have and later. Review it with your architect when
estimates come in.
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Move items between columns as the real costs appear. A three-column list makes trade-offs visible.
Example: put 'solar water heater' under 'later' and leave a pipe path for it. Why this works: you
decide with the whole picture, and nothing is forgotten.

05 Revisit the plan

Budgets change as quotes arrive. When they do, go back to your list and move items between the
groups instead of cutting everything evenly.

Ask your architect to show you the effect of each choice before you decide.
Share your priorities with your architect early, since the design can steer money toward them.

If an item is on your must-have list, say why, so the team understands the need behind it. A budget
should bend where it hurts least. Example: if quotes come in high, trim a nice-to-have finish before
touching the structure. Why this works: protecting the must-haves keeps the house sound and the
result close to what you wanted.

06 Sort your list
1. Must have: structure, roof, waterproofing.
2. Nice to have: better finishes.

3. Later: furniture and extras.

Have a project in mind? Book a free 15-minute consultation.
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